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Self-Guided Tour 
 

“Follow the Blue Line…” 
 
We hope you enjoy your tour of the HURON. As you proceed through the ship, you will see that it is divided 
into several different compartments. A brief description of each of these sections will help you understand 
what you see and how it helped the HURON function so well. 
 

 
 

1. Shipside Entry on Main Deck   
   

between early April and late December. For 
safety, please be sure to turn around and back 
down the steps as you return to the Main Deck. 

    
  5. Mess Deck 
 

This space was the crew’s lounge, equipped 
with a writing table and library books (kept in a 
cabinet where the viewing window to the 
Engine Room is now located). The doors for our 
new entry were formerly used to access the 
Engine Room. 

  

    

The sailors ate their meals or relaxed over a 
cup of coffee or a snack in this area. 

2. Engine Room  6. Galley 
   
 

Below deck, you can see through the window 
and floor grating to the twin GM 6-71 diesel 340 
horsepower engines. Also located here are two 
diesel air compressors that powered the fog 
horn and two diesel generators that provided 
electricity for this vessel. 

  
The cook prepared meals for the men aboard 
the HURON in the ship’s galley at meal times, 
but the Galley was left open 24 hours a day for 
the sailors’ use at other times. Everything in 
this area is made of stainless steel. 

   7. Crew’s Quarters 
3. Senior Petty Officers’ Quarters   
   
   
 

The Senior Petty Officers’ Quarters consisted of 
three cabins and the Ward Room, located at the 
ship’s stern, where the men could relax and 
watch TV. Here, you can also see the rudder 
post and the quadrant that moves the rudder. 

  

    
Companionway to Weather Deck 4.   

The lightship sailors shared Spartan 
accommodations, consisting of 9 bunks and 
several lockers. Each man had only one half-
locker in which to store his belongings in the 
crew’s quarters. The deck below this area 
houses a walk-in freezer, chain locker, and a 
boatswain locker for storing extra parts and 
equipment. 

  8. Anchor Windlass Room 
   
 

Please watch your step going up. The Pilot 
House to your right as you climb the steps 
houses the ship’s wheel used by the pilot to 
maneuver the lightship. The Radio Room, 
behind the Pilot House, contains radio 
equipment once used to communicate with 
shore and other vessels. At the top of the 
Lantern Mast is the light which guided ships 
through the Corsica Shoals. The large bell on 
the fore deck was originally mounted on the 
lantern mast above the Pilot House. The HURON 
Lightship Museum is the only such vessel with 
an operating blinking light. You can see this 
light from shore after dark. The small boat on 
deck is called the Liberty Boat because it was 
used to transport sailors to shore who were off- 
duty or “at liberty.” The total crew of the 
HURON was eleven men, with 7 to 9 on board 
at any one time. Tour of duty was 18 days 
aboard ship, 6 days off. Crew members were 
stationed onboard during the shipping season,  

  
Lightships were equipped with a unique 
“mushroom” anchor which extended from the 
very bow of the ship, rather than from the side 
of the bow as with most ships. This anchor, 
which does resemble a mushroom, weighs 
5,000 pounds. Lightship anchors were secured 
to the ship by a large DiLok chain, each link 
weighing 6 pounds. The chain is measured in 
shots, with each shot being 90 feet long. 
Usually lightships let out 5 to 7 times as much 
chain as the depth of water in which they were 
stationed. There are 5 shots of anchor chain 
aboard the HURON. Two shots (180 feet) were 
used on station at Corsica Shoals. This space 
forward of the Windlass is called the Manger. 
The name originates from the early days of 
shipping when livestock was kept aboard 
sailing vessels so crew members would always 
have a supply of fresh meat. 

 


